MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
CITY OF SILOAM SPRINGS, BENTON COUNTY, ARKANSAS,
HELD JANUARY 5, 2021

The City of Siloam Springs, Arkansas, met in regular session at the City of Siloam Springs
Administration Building on January 5, 2021.

The meeting was called to order by Judy Nation.
Roll Call: Sappington, Hunt,

Smiley,

Burns, Rissler, Carroll,

Allen— Present.

City Representatives Present: Phillip Patterson, City Administrator; Renea Ellis, City Clerk; Ben

Rhoads, Sr. City Planner; Jay Williams, City Attorney; Phil Stokes, Electric Director; District
Court Judge A. J. Anglin; and Police Chief Allan Gilbert.

Opening prayer. Director Carroll led the opening prayer.
District Court Judge A.J. Anglin then administered the Oath of Office to Mayor Judy Nation and
Directors Reid Carroll, Carol Smiley and David Allen.
The next item of business was the election of a Vice- Mayor. Sappington nominated David Allen.

Burns nominated Reid Carroll. A voice vote was called. Carroll was elected Vice- Mayor by a 4
to 3 vote.

Public Input: Nathanael Stone, 611 E. Delaware came forward and congratulated the newly
elected members and offered a prayer over the directors, employees and the city.
Consent Agenda:

A. Regular Meeting Minutes, December 15, 2020
01- 21 / Procedures and Organizational

B.

Resolution

C.

Dedication of Utility Easements/

D.

Lease Agreement/

Matters of the Board of Directors

21949 and 21948 Estate Drive

Siloam Springs School District/

Dark Fiber Optic Cable

Allen pointed out a scrivener' s error in the minutes and asked that items B and D be pulled.

A motion was made by Hunt and seconded by Allen to approve the consent agenda with noted
changes. Nation called for a roll call vote. Motion passed unanimously.
Item B. Allen shared his concerns with item. After discussion

between the Board and staff, a

motion to approve Resolution 01- 21, with the noted changes was made by Allen and seconded

by Rissler. Motion Passed unanimously.
Item D. Allen stated, regarding the item, that he would like to see the contract that was being
voted on, and that he believed all contracts that the board would vote on should be provided in
the board

packet.

After discussion between the board

and

staff,

it

was

decided that

contracts
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would be again included in the board' s packet, but staff memos would remain to make it easier

for the board to follow deal points. A motion to approve the item was made by Hunt and
seconded by Rissler. Motion passed unanimously.
Item E: Ordinance

Rezoning

20- 33 /

from R- 2

and

3rd

Reading/ Amending Section 102- 21 of the City Municipal Code/

R- 3 to I- 1 /

900 Block of East Harvard Street. Ben Rhoads briefed the

item. A motion was made by Smiley and seconded by Carroll to place Ordinance 20- 33 on its
third reading, suspending the rules and reading title only. Motion passed unanimously.
An ordinance entitled: An Ordinance Amending Section 102- 21 of the Siloam Springs Municipal
Code ( City Zoning Map); rezoning( from R- 12 and R- 3 to I- 1) property located at the 900 Block

of East Harvard Street; was read on its third reading.
A motion to adopt Ordinance 20- 33 was made by Sappington and seconded by Carroll. Motion
passed unanimously.
Item F: Ordinance 20- 34/

3rd

Reading/ Amending

Chapter

54—

Annexation/ Zoning Permits.

Ben Rhoads briefed the item. A motion was made by Carroll and seconded by Smiley to place
Ordinance 20- 34 on its third reading, suspending the rules and reading title only. Motion passed
unanimously.

An ordinance entitled: An Ordinance Amending Chapter 54 ( Land Use Code) of the Municipal
Code with Respect to Annexation and Zoning Development Permits; was read on its third
reading.

A motion to adopt Ordinance 20- 34 was made by Smiley and seconded by Sappington. Motion
passed unanimously.
Item G: Ordinance 21- 01 /

1st

Reading/

Annexation

of

30. 03

acres/

14505 North Country Club

Road. Ben Rhoads briefed the item. Following questions and comments from the board, a motion
was made by Burns and seconded by Smiley to place Ordinance 21- 01 on its first reading,
suspending the rules and reading by title only. Motion passed unanimously.
An ordinance entitled: An Ordinance Accepting the Annexation of Certain Territory described as

The Mission Hill Addition to the City of Siloam Springs, Arkansas and Assigning same to a
Ward; was read on its first reading.
Staff Reports:

Patterson pointed out that a copy of the November 2020 Financials and the 4th

Quarter 2020 2019- 2020 Board Goals update had been provided. Patterson went on to report
expenditures

for Economic Development&

Tourism Marketing in the amount of$ 18, 000;

49,477. 57 in Sanitation for 55 rear- load dumpsters; and $ 41, 160. 00 for pad mount transformer

inventory in the Electric department; he announced the Kayak Park was closed through January
11th

to

allow

the county to

make

repairs

to Fisher Ford Road;

reported

December

sales

tax

was

up
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for the city 12. 4%

and year- to-

date 13. 8%

and

up for the county 9. 7%

and year- to-

date 8. 1%;

he

announced the extension of the city' s emergency declaration to March 10th to stay in line with the
Governor' s extension for the state until February 28th; and lastly, gave a COVID update.
Mayor Nation said what an honor and privilege it was to serve for the next four years and that she

looked forward working with staff; and expressed her condolences to the family of Walter
Meeker.

Directors Reports: Allen congratulated Nation on being the first female Mayor of the city; said the
Board Rules and Procedures were great, read a portion of the same and that he appreciated the
work that went into it; that he thought the decorate the homes was a great idea; and praised Parks

Rec for the great job they had done with the city' s Christmas lights. Burns said he was excited
to meet the challenges of 2021, including vaccines to those who wanted it; that quality-of-life
projects are exciting; congratulated Anglin and said he would do a great job. Carroll wished the

public a Happy New Year; stated how great the holiday season had been; how impressed the

citizens were with the city' s lights; and stated there were good things going on to be proud of and
look forward to, and he was glad to be a part of. Rissler thanked Nathanael Stone for the prayer;
offered condolences to Gwen Suber; and wished the public a safe and prosperous new year.

Sappington said she had been counting her blessings; that her heart went out to those less

fortunate; that many situations are out of our control and to enjoy the simple pleasures; and lastly
that she had, for the first time, went sledding on Simmons Hill and how much she enjoyed it.
Smiley welcomed Mayor Nation and David Allen to the board; thanked Anglin for the ceremony;
said she appreciated the opportunity to continue to serve the city and accomplishing goals the

board had set; that she was thankful for outdoor avenues allowing the opportunity to get out and
enjoy, including the trails; that this would be a positive year and that she was very thankful. Hunt
echoed Smiley' s comments regarding the outdoor activities; congratulated the winners of the
Deck the House contest; welcomed Nation and Allen; and said she looked forward to serving the
city with the entire board.

With no further business, a Motion to adjourn was made by Director Hunt and seconded by
Director Smiley. A voice vote was called. Motion passed unanimously.
APPROVED:

Meeting adjourned.

ATTEST:
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Renea Ellis,

City

Clerk
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