MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE
CITY OF SILOAM SPRINGS, BENTON COUNTY, ARKANSAS,
HELD MAY 7, 2019

The Board of Directors of the City of Siloam Springs, Arkansas, met in regular session at the Siloam
Springs' Administration Building on May 7, 2019.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor John Turner.
Roll Call: Sappington,

Smiley,

Burns, Hunt, Rissler, Coleman, Carroll— Present.

City Representatives Present: Phillip Patterson, City Administrator; Jay Williams, City Attorney;
Renea Ellis, City Clerk; Brent Ford, EMS Director; Ben Rhoads, Sr. City Planner; Steve Gorszczyk,
Public Works Director; and Jim Wilmeth, Police Chief.

Opening prayer was led by Director Hunt.
Mayor Turner led the Pledge of Allegiance.

A copy of the April 16, 2019, minutes of the regular meeting had previously been given to each
Director. A motion was made by Smiley and seconded by Coleman to approve the minutes as read.

Turner called for a voice vote. Motion passed unanimously.
Public Input: No one came forward.
Item A: Item A: Wastewater

Treatment

Plant/

Staff Awards.

Steve Gorszczyk

announced

the

attendance by the water plant, wastewater plant, and water service superintendents and himself,
at the Arkansas Water Environment Association annual conference in Hot Springs. He went on

to say that Tom Myers, Wastewater Superintendent, had received three( 3) awards: A safety
award from The Arkansas Water Environment Association for a wastewater system serving a
population under 20, 000; The George W. Burke, Jr. safety award" in recognition of the
excellence of its active and effective safety program and safety record, a Water Environment
Federation, national safety award; and The William D. Hatfield Award from the Water
Environment Federation, "
wastewater

treatment

for outstanding performance and professionalism in the operation of a
facility," also a national award. Gorszczyk went on to say that there has not

been a lost time accident at the plant in over ten( 10) years.

Item B: 2019 Surplus Declaration. Renea Ellis briefed the item. A motion was made by Smiley and
seconded by Coleman to approve the item. Motion passed unanimously.
Item C: Arkansas Department of Health Grant/ Fire Department/ EMS Training Equipment/
7, 869. 00. Brent Ford briefed the item. A motion was made by Smiley and seconded by Coleman to

approve the item. Motion passed unanimously.
Item D: Ordinance 19- 11 /

3rd

Reading/ Amending Chapter 54( Land Use Code). Ben Rhoads

briefed the item. A motion to place Ordinance 19- 11 on its third reading, suspending the rules and
reading title only,

was

made

by

Sappington

and

seconded

by

Carroll. Motion

passed

unanimously.
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An ordinance entitled: An Ordinance Amending Chapter 54( Land Use Code) and Repealing Section
102- 3 ( Zoning Code) of the Siloam Springs Municipal Code; was read on its third reading.
A motion to adopt Ordinance 19- 11 was made by Smiley and seconded by Coleman to approve the
item. Motion passed unanimously.
Item E: Ordinance 19- 12/

3rd

Reading/ Amending Section 102- 21 of the City Municipal Code/
Rezoning from I-2 to C- 2/ 303 S. Country Club Rd. Ben Rhoads briefed the item. A motion to place
Ordinance 19- 12 on its third reading, suspending the rules and reading title only, was made by
Smiley and seconded by Coleman. Motion passed unanimously.
An ordinance entitled: An Ordinance Amending Section 102- 21 of the Siloam Springs Municipal

Code( City Zoning Map); Rezoning( from I-2 to C- 2) the property located at 303 S. Country Club
Road; was read on its third reading.
A motion to adopt Ordinance 19- 12 was made by Smiley and seconded by Coleman to approve the
item. Motion passed unanimously.
Item F: Ordinance 19- 13 / 2°

d

Reading/ Amending Chapter 2 of the Municipal Code/ Discretionary
Purchases without Competitive Bidding. Phillip Patterson briefed the item. A motion to place
Ordinance 19- 13 on its second reading, suspending the rules and reading title only, was made by
Carroll and seconded by Smiley. Motion passed unanimously.
An ordinance entitled: An Ordinance Amending Article IV of Chapter 2 of the Municipal Code, to Enact
Procedures for Certain Discretionary Purchases Without Competitive Bidding as Permitted by State Law,
was read on its second reading.
Item G: Resolution 15- 19/ Amending the Master Street Plan. Ben Rhoads briefed the item. There was
lengthy discussion about the distances of no outlet streets as permitted, as permitted with a variance
and as permitted
Kindell,

with a variance

Fire Marshall

and additional

responded

fire prevention

to the questions,

measures

and invited

such as sprinklers.

the public

to a Fire

Dustin

Sprinkler

Demonstration at Fire Station 1 on May 23` d at 11: 00 am. Patterson provided clarification of a variance
and its need. After further discussion, a motion to approve Resolution 15- 19, subject to an amendment

to the Resolution permitting no outlet streets to a distance of not greater than 1, 250 feet, was made by
Coleman. Motion failed for lack of a second. Burns made a motion to table the item until the June 411'

meeting to allow the Board to attend the May 23`d demonstration by the Fire Department, which was
seconded by Carroll. Sappington asked for clarification in the language before being brought back.
Motion passed unanimously.
Item H: March Financials. Patterson pointed out that a copy of the financials had been provided to
each director.
Administrator' s Report: Patterson asked for a motion to amend the agenda to add" Amended AEDC

Community and Economic Development Program Grant/$ 615, 552." A motion was made by Smiley
and seconded by Coleman to add the item. Motion passed unanimously. Patterson briefed the item. A
motion to accept the amended grant was made by Smiley and seconded by Sappington. Motion
passed unanimously. Patterson then asked for Board direction as to how to proceed with regards to

amending the City' s municipal code to allow for off-premise alcohol sales on Sunday by breweries
and

the possibility

of

implementing

an entertainment

district. The Board

gave

staff

instruction

to
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proceed with amending the code to allow breweries to sell on Sunday and indicated the
implementation of an entertainment district at this time was premature. Patterson then briefed the

Board on the need for, and opportunity to have a structural assessment done on the dam at Lake
Frances. He reported that a Statement of Unanimous Consent of the Board of Directors of the Siloam

Springs Water Resources Company, Inc., had been executed.
The Mayor pointed out that a retirement party would be held on Friday acknowledging
Superintendent Ken Ramey' s retirement from the Siloam Springs School District; that it was
National Travel and Tourism Week; announced Deputy Fire Chief Travis White' s retirement from
the department after 24 years and thanked him for his service; and read a proclamation declaring the
week of May 5th through the 11th as Municipal Clerk' s Week.
Directors Reports. Hunt pointed out it was Teacher Appreciation Week; congratulated the Chamber
on a successful

Dogwood

Festival;

reminded

the public

of

the public

Meeting

on

May

9th to discuss

the E. Main project; and thanked city staff for their helpfulness to her. Burns congratulated Tom
6p on Thursday, the Museum would hold a lecture, " Guerillas of
NWA," and invited the public to attend; Saturday would be a volunteer day at City Lake beginning at
9a; and that the Siloam Springs Center for the Arts will have a fundraising event at the Courtyard
Myers

his

on

awards;

announced

at

Event Center on Saturday from 2- 5p. Sappington said she had recently visited a splash pad in OKC
dating

back

1960'

to the

s;

and

asked

staff

to place an

item

on

the

May

21st agenda to remove the

armadillos" from the intersection of Mt. Olive and Jefferson Streets. Rissler congratulated Tom

Myers; said she had visited the library and had become aware of the" 1000 Books Before
Kindergarten"

program, and what a great encouragement

it was to read to children; and thanked the

Fire Department for obtaining the iSimulator grant. Carroll said he appreciated the work Tom Myers
was doing; pointed out Memorial Park, Kenwood Street, the E. Main project, and Fire Station 2
remodel that are all going on and said Siloam was a forward- thinking community; and he thanked
Casey Letellier and Dorothy Hall for coming to the last Board meeting and expressing their request,
allowing director discussion. Smiley said she appreciated Tom Myers and the upstanding, reputable
job he does; said she would be at the E. Main meeting on Thursday at the library at 6p and
encouraged citizens to reach out to her with their thoughts; said the Dogwood Festival was great; that

Siloam was a community of volunteers that make it great! Coleman said that it was also Nurses
Week; expressed his condolences to the Don Dorsey family; and congratulated Tom Myers and Ken
Ramey— They exemplify Siloam Springs.

A Motion to adjourn was made by Coleman and seconded by Smiley. The mayor called for a voice
vote. Motion passed unanimously.
Meeting adjourned.
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