MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OF THE

CITY OF SILOAM SPRINGS, BENTON COUNTY, ARKANSAS,

HELD OCTOBER 6, 2020

The City of Siloam Springs, Arkansas, met in regular session at the City of Siloam Springs
Administration Building on October 6, 2020.
The meeting was called to order by Mayor John Turner.
Roll Call: Sappington, Hunt,

Smiley,

Burns, Rissler, Carroll, Coleman— Present.

City Representatives Present: Phillip Patterson, City Administrator; Renea Ellis, City Clerk;
Jeremey Criner, Fire Chief; Ben Rhoads, Sr. City Planner; Jay Williams, City Attorney; Justin
Bland, City Engineer; Steve Gorszczyk, Public Works Director; and Police Chief Allan Gilbert.
Opening prayer was led by Director Smiley.
Public Input: Jake Chavis with Bates and Associates addressed the Board stating he was
available to answer any question related to items concerning 1000 to 1200 Block of E. Kenwood.
Consent Agenda:

A. Regular Meeting Minutes, September 15, 2020
B.

Resolution 44- 20/ Granting City Administrator Authority to Execute Lease with Utility
Tri- State, Inc. / 510 S. Lincoln Street

C. Purchase/

Public Works Department/

Water Division/

Kubota Tractor with Mower/

Springdale Tractor/$ 66, 833. 48
D. Purchase/

Public Works Department/

Instrument&

Supply/$

Wastewater Division/

Centrifugal Blower/

54, 914. 79

E.

Dedication of Utility Easements and Right-of-Way/ 23300 Block of Lawlis Road

F.

Contract/

Self-Funded Health Insurance 2021 / Blue Cross Blue Shield/

Claims
G.

Processing/$
Dedication of Utility

Medical

136, 482
Easement

and

Right-

of-

Way/

1000 to 1200 Block of E. Kenwood

Street
H. Resolution 45- 20/

Significant Development Permit/

1000 to 1200 Block of E.

Kenwood Street

A motion was made by Smiley and seconded by Carroll to approve the consent items. Turner
called for a roll call vote. Motion passed unanimously.
Item I: Ordinance 20- 27/

1'

Reading/

Rezone from R-2 to C- 2/

1000 to 1200 Block of E.

Kenwood Street. Ben Rhoads briefed the item. A motion was made by Smiley and seconded by
Burns to place Ordinance 20- 27 on its first reading, suspending the rules and reading title only.
Motion

passed

unanimously.
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An ordinance entitled: An Ordinance Amending Section 102- 21 of the Siloam Springs Municipal
Code( City Zoning Map); Rezoning( from R-2 to C-2) Property Located at the 1000 to 1200
Block of East Kenwood Street; was read on its first reading.

Item J: Resolution 46- 20/ Authorizing Siloam Springs Water Resource Company transfer of
property and dedication of easements to Grand River Dam Authority/ Lake Frances Kayak Park.
Phillip Patterson briefed items J and K simultaneously.
Mayor introduced guests in the audience connected with the kayak park, Mike Brown on behalf

of Walton Property Enterprises; Dan Sullivan, President and CEO of GRDA; and Holly Moore,
Director of Properties of GRDA, and gave each an opportunity to address the audience. Brown
addressed the Board saying Patterson made five years of hard work look easy and it would be a
huge project and asset to the city. Sullivan stated it was proof of the further great continuation of
the partnership between GRDA and the City; that GRDA has a vested interest in the success of
Siloam Springs and since they are in the dam business, he understands the need to maintain the
structure to assure the water supply to the City and they are willing and able to help; this will be
a game changer for the area and afford additional opportunities

for people to get out; and looks

forward to the day it will be opened and that he was thankful for the opportunity. Moore said he
appreciated Patterson; that he had made it challenging for them and made it a better project.

Following comments from the Board, a motion was made by Smiley and seconded by Burns to
approve Resolution 46- 20. Motion passed unanimously.
Item K: Resolution 47- 20/ Authorizing Siloam Springs Water Resource Company dedication of
Conservation Easement/ Lake Frances Kayak Park. Patterson had previously briefed the item. A
motion was made by Coleman and seconded by Burns to approve the item. Motion passed
unanimously.

Item L: August Financials. Patterson pointed out that each Board member had received a copy of
the financials and if there were any questions, to contact him or Petriches.
Administrator' s Report: Patterson reported 2 expenditures in the police department; 2 for 2020
Chevrolet Tahoes in the sum of$41, 128. 73 each, and a remodel in the amount of$42, 700 for
additional office space and confidential interview rooms; an expenditure in the Public Works

Department/ Water Division for 12" Water Pipe totaling$ 54, 000; provided dates, places and times for
early voting and election day polling places; pointed out monies received by the city from the 1/2 cent
gasoline sales tax for Arkansas roads addressed in Issue 1 on the ballot; and gave a Covid- 19 update in
the state.

Directors Reports: Coleman

congratulated the

Parks & Recreation division on receipt of

significant awards; thank Petriches and staff for the work done on the budget; and congratulated

city staff on their exceptional work done during the covid situation. Hunt echoed Coleman' s last
statement;
praised
JBU and the Siloam Springs School District for the handling of the virus and
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stated

there had been very low

numbers;

thanked Petriches

and

staff;

thanked Parks &

Recreation

for organizing the clean- up weekend; thanked Street Division for the street light erected in her
ward; announced that the post office would be hosting a drive-thru trick or treat on Halloween;
and said she would like staff to look into hosting a Christmas light competition. Burns said
exciting things were going on in Siloam Springs; encouraged everyone to get out and see the fall
changes; commented on various overlay projects; said he was curious on where the city was on

the number of duplexes in town; stated he would like to see a work shop to discuss the long-term
plan for Siloam; said he would like the Board to review AML and Civil Service standards outside

of our HR to protect those in public safety; and encouraged the audience to exercise their right to
vote. Sappington expressed business and retailers' concerns regarding lot size for housing and
green space;
asked about fall clean- up;
p
c ean- up; said the changes at Lake Francis would be interesting and

would like to see pictures of different phases of the project, including blasting; encouraged parents
to make sure kids were washing their hands and washing their masks; thanked the fire department
for a lift-assist; and thanked the police department for their visibility in the community. Mayor
said Fall Clean-up will be the week of October 10. Rissler asked that the monthly financials be
attached to the board packet that is posted on the city' s website; congratulated the Nathan Reed
family on his new position and their future new addition; stated that she had participated in the
2020 Prayer March in D. C. and what a privilege it was to be able to pray for our city, state and

country; expressed concerns over the growth in Siloam as it relates to police and fire being able to
meet the demands and asked for statistics. Carroll pointed out that the election date was

forthcoming; asked everyone to please vote; and said he appreciates our city and city partners as
we look to the future, it is a sign of strength. Smiley said she participated with the Kiwanis on

October 3`d in the Keep Siloam Springs event and thanked Ashley Davis with P& R to the event;
this week is fire prevention week and we honor those who have given their lives in the line of

duty; and regardless of what your party affiliation is, we need to pray for our country and
president; that there was a lot of growth in Siloam and growth was life; said she thought the new
water park would be a tremendous asset; and asked everyone to vote.

With no further business, a Motion to adjourn was made by Smiley and seconded by Coleman. A
voice vote was called. Motion passed unanimously.
Meeting adjourned.
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