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INTEGRATION OF IMPROVEMENTS INTO EXISTING CONTEXT

Changes to Main Street will result in transportation diversity by
adding walking and bicycling to the currently single mode of
vehicular travel. This multi-modal opportunity is likely to improve
the retail market while making it safer for residents and visitors to
walk and ride in the activity nodes, currently present near Britt Street
and Washington Street. On-street parking will further reinforce the
businesses along Main Street by providing opportunities for visitors
to park and walk between businesses along the new sidewalks or
side paths on both sides of the street.

The neighborhood retail and restaurant area between Cameron
and Gunter streets is a cultural village that serves the surrounding
neighborhood and adjacent businesses on a daily basis.
Improvements to the walkability of Main Street should increase
commercial activity in this well-established area. A mid-block
crossing to link pedestrian movements across Main Street is
proposed near the Siloam Café. A second activity node will flourish
when walkability improves is the block between Washington and
Hill Streets where beverages and treats are a current local draw.

The corridor has the potential for several visual gateways when
moving from east to west into downtown. The first includes a
ground monument sign just west of Lincoln Street. The second
occurs at the railroad bridge, where signage or a mural can create
a secondary gateway along the corridor. The proposed roundabout
at Washington and East Main Street provides the most dramatic
gateway opportunity, as it serves as a central focal point when
traveling west into downtown.

Landscape: As required by current codes, landscape should be
located between the sidewalk and the building, unless the building
face abuts the right of way line. Within the right of way, street trees
will be placed in grates or within the buffer between the sidewalk
and curb. Low groundcover will be located within buffer areas.

The corridor improvements are designed to work within the current
context by improving the cultural fabric that is well established along
the corridor. Street lights and street trees will provide safety at night
and shade during the day to areas that have shops and eateries.
Once the trees begin to grow, they will also enhance the spaces
near the street by scaling the buildings and visually narrowing the
width of the corridor in places where the shops are not set close to
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Build-to Lines: Infill non-residential buildings should be encouraged
to be built to the street right of way line, creating a consistent
building edge along East Main. Infill residential structures should
be built to the same setback as its adjacent residential neighbors.

the road. The east end of the corridor will continue to be industrial
in use with occasional truck traffic, but that can be reduced if the
industries along the corridor successfully reroute their drivers to
the north rather than along East Main Street. The west end of the
corridor will look and feel more like Broadway when the streetscape
improvements, including crosswalks, sidewalks, street trees, and
light poles, are installed along East Main Street.
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USER EXPERIENCE: PROGRESSION TO DOWNTOWN
Finding downtown from US 412 can be challenging for visitors.
When entering Siloam Springs from the east, East Main street
meets 412 with a monument gateway “Welcome to Siloam Springs”
entrance featuring green space and water features, but no wayfinding
or directional signage. Such signage is located further west, at the
approach to the Olive Street intersection. For those who traverse
East Main Street from the welcome sign looking for downtown,
there are few visual cues indicating that they have chosen wisely.
When approaching the East Main Street and Lincoln intersection,
the industrial character may lead visitors to believe they have not
chosen the correct path.
The East Main Street improvements, beginning at Lincoln, provide
several cues that the user is approaching an important area of the
community.
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At the intersection of Lincoln and East Main Street, the
corridor changes character with the addition of street
trees on both sides of the road, as well as the addition of
a multi-use side path along the north side of the street.
A monument sign near this intersection further indicates
entry into the East Main Street district.
Once past the intersection at Lincoln, a traveler’s field of
vision is quickly focused on the railroad bridge crossing
over East Main Street. Curves and grade changes prevent
users from seeing beyond this point. As the first major
focal point along the improved corridor, an opportunity
exists to enhance the bridge deck or abutments with public
art, if approved by the Kansas City Southern Railway.
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Immediately upon passing the bridge, the line of sight
is directed to a large wall of the Simmons Further
Processing facility. Incorporating a mural along this wall,
depicting either important aspects of the company or
the community, begins to add character and enliven an
otherwise “dead” space. Street trees and the side path
continue along the corridor.
A second mural opportunity occurs on the south side of
the road immediately west of Siloam Springs Metal in
the 900 block of East Main. This building demarks the
transition from industrial uses to commercial uses along
the street.
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The commercial zone of East Main Street is demarked
by several notable changes in the landscape. A raised
midblock crossing allows pedestrians to cross from the
multi-use side path on the north side to a sidewalk on
the south side, which begins at the crossing. On-street
parking becomes incorporated into the street right of
way, and building setbacks move closer to the street.
Passing through the neighborhood commercial node
surrounding Britt, a third mural and pocket park
opportunity exists at 717 East Main. From this point, the
road begins descending downhill, with the intersection
of Washington and East Main in the distance. The side
path, sidewalk, street trees, pedestrian lighting, and onstreet parking continue through this area.

East Main Street Improvements
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The proposed roundabout at Washington and East
Main alleviates sight line issues present in its current
configuration and presents a major gateway opportunity.
From this intersection, the side path turns north along
Washington, connecting to the Dogwood Springs Trail.
Bicycle accommodation from Washington to Broadway
continues along the roadway in the form of sharrows
(share the road arrows). The architecture of this area
more closely resembles the form and scale of downtown,
and wide pedestrian sidewalks include street trees and
pedestrian lighting. On-street parking is also designated,
outside of the approaches of the roundabout.

Three main land uses front East Main Street: commercial,
residential, and industrial. Commercial uses radiate
outward from Broadway and cross the Sagar Creek
bridge in a similar form as buildings in downtown.
Crossing Washington, the building form maintains
relatively shallow setbacks, with the introduction of offstreet surface parking separating them, in a post-war
development pattern. Remnant residential uses front
East Main in a two-block area before returning to a
predominately commercial use. Near Hico, commercial
uses give way to larger industrial tracts, which continue
to Lincoln. Infill development and redevelopment projects
should generally adhere to adjacent land uses, or be of a
character and style that compliments them.
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